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EUR/WE - EBEIGEL (INFO) 

025655 

P 212224Z MAY 76 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 

USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 

INFO USMISSION GENEVA PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 125413 

GENEVA FOR PHELAN 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: ETRD, FR 

SUBJECT:FRENCH IMPORT "VISA'' FOR TEXTILE PRODUCTS 
REF: PARIS 9981 (NOTAL) 

1 . REFTEL DISCUSSES FRENCH IMPORT 'VISAS" (DECLARATION 
D 1 IMPORTATION) FOR TEXTILES AND POINTS OUT OBVIOUS 
PROBLEM WHICH WOULD ARISE FOR U.S. EXPORTERS IF 
THESE VISAS WERE NOT GRANTED EXPEDITIOUSLY. TELEGRAM 
STATES THAT EMBASSY PARIS WAS ABLE TO OBTAIN ASSURANCES 
FROM GOF THAT NO DELAY WOULD OCCUR IN GRANTING THESE 
VISAS. 
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2. WE HAVE NOW HAD, HOWEVER, A NUMBER OF COMPLAINTS 
FROM AMERICAN EXPORTERS THAT THE DELAY IN GRANTING 
FRENCH IMPORT VISAS FOR TEXTILES HAS BECOME 
SUBSTANTIAL, AND PLACES US FIRM AT DECIDED 
COMPETITIVE DISADVANTAGE. WE HAVE SUCCEEDED IN 
DOCUMENTING THE CASE OF ONE AMERICAN EXPORTER WHO 
HAS PROVIDED US WITH COPIES OF THE ACTUAL 'DECLARATION 
D 1 IMPORATION", CONTAINING BOTH THE DATE THE 
REQUEST WAS FILED AND THE DATE OF APPROVAL. A 
SAMPLE OF DATES FROM THESE DOCUMENTS IS AS FOLLOWS: 


FILING DATE 

SEPTEMBER 22, 1975 
OCTOBER 21, 1975 
OCTOBER 28, 1975 
NOVEMBER 3, 1975 AND 
-DECEMBER 1, 1975 
FEBRUARY 2, 1976 
MARCH 16, 1976 


DATE OF APPROVAL 

SEPTEMBER 26, 1975 
JANUARY 30, 1976 
FEBRUARY 6, 1976 

MARCH 10, 1976 
FEBRUARY 20, 1976 
MARCH 30, 1976 


3. WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE LAST PAIR OF DATES 
GIVEN, THE AMOUNT OF TIME REQUIRED TO OBTAIN A 
VISA HAS CLEARLY INCREASED AND WE AGREE WITH U.S. 
EXPORTER THAT THE DELAY HAS BECOME IN EFFECT A 
TRADE RESTRAINT. IN ADDITION, TO THE DELAYS CITED 
ABOVE, WE ALSO HAVE INFORMATION THAT VISAS 
COVERING 900,000 LBS OF MERCHANDISE ARE STILL 
PENDING GOF APPROVAL. 


4. AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL U.S. TEXTILE TEAM HEADED 
BY MICHAEL B. SMITH, CHIEF TEXTILE NEGOTIATOR, STR, 
WILL BE IN BRUSSELS MAY 24 THROUGH 26 TO DISCUSS 
OTHER MATTERS WITH TEXTILE AUTHORITIES IN EC. 

TEAM INTENDS TO RAISE ISSUE OF FRENCH TEXTILE IMPORT 
VISAS INFORMALLY WITH EC OFFICIALS AND TO INDICATE 
OUR VERY ACTIVE CONCERN WITH SITUATION. FYI IF 
SITUATION CANNOT BE CORRECTED ON AN INFORMAL BASIS, 
WE ANTICIPATE EVENTUALLY TAKING FORMAL ACTION 
UNDER THE TERMS OF THE ARRANGEMENT REGARDING 
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN TEXTILES (MFA OR MULTI-FIBER 
ARRANGEMENT, AS IT IS OFTEN KNOWN) WHICH SPECIFICALLY 
PROHIBITS TRADE RESTRAINTS IMPOSED WITHOUT REGARD 
FOR THE PROTECTIONS PROVIDED PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES 
BY THE MFA. MISSION AND EMBASSY SHOULD NOT TAKE 
UP THIS MATTER WITH COMMUNITY OR HOST GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS UNTIL TEXTILE TEAM HAS HAD OPPORTUNITY 
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TO DISCUSS SITUATION DURING INFORMAL TALKS. WE 
BELIEVE IT IS IN OUR INTEREST AND THAT OF THE 
EC AND FRANCE TO RESOLVE THIS ISSUE INFORMALLY, 
IF AT ALL POSSIBLE, AND WE INTEND TO MAKE EVERY 
EFFORT TO TAKE THAT COURSE. END FYI. ROBINSON 
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